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drippins doun her cheeks. 'And I miss him so muchl" But this was

their l,rsr time in the place; Flossie was moving to Ohio to be near

her daughter, Sophie. "Oh Artie," Flossie had said, wrapping her

arms around him outside by the door as they said goodbye, "l love

you." And he had told her the same.

As they left the place together, Artie saw the masts of sailboats

in the bay, standing tall, motionless. He did not remember ever see-

ing the water so calm. 'Amazing," he had said to Flossie, and she

had said, "What's amazing is you."

ARrrs's wrFE, EvrE, had never cared for Flossie, saying that she was

'too much." And Artie understood, but he loved Flossie for it; he

loved her overly made-up face, her too-yellow hair piled on top of
her head, the scent of perfume that followed her everywhere, the

delicate way she would sit her large body down after waving to him

enthusiastically when she came through the healy wooden door at

Spudt. He loved her, but he was not remotely in love with her.

It was that he could be himself with her; he realized this only

later.

"How w.ts poon old Flossie?" Evie had asked Artie that night; she

was sitting in the living room with a newspaper on her lap, and

she looked up at him as he walked into the room. Evie was one of

the fer,l'people Artie kneu, who still read a real newspaper.

"She misses Reginald," Artie said, sitting down in a chair across

from her. "She says it every time. Understandable, I guess. They

were married forry-rwo years." He added, "The water's beautiful

tonight. Flat, fat, flat."
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Evie said nothing. She folded the paper :: -
table in front of her.

t'But she did say-she says it everv rir^=-

hole." Artie chuck-[ed, sticking his legs out :r

Still, Evie made no comment.

"Well, he was lucky to go fast, onlv nr.o :r-'

looking around the room' Through the ri'ii:-
light on the end of the small wharf dos.n p;-'' :'

they sat in had a high ceiling with raft'r' ''
cious house, with a newly renovated kitcl'-.

over the water. In the living room \\'as li-'- : '

been there for years (and which Artie' s ili -

name, would sit and compose little pieces '::
upholstered chairs, and a few small tabi"

framed photographs beside manv smi -
been in Evie's familY.

Artie, even having been here for alm"'' :

not believe that this was the house he 1r"::

private road right there on the ocean ri'--

shared the road, and although Artie ha' "
did not like the sign declaring it lnn'-l'
years earlier. The house had beloneed ic '-' '
inherited it long ago when her parents :l- '
since died, more than ten years ago nLr"i :-'
in Colorado, where she had gone. r ea:' : '

"Reginald MacDonald," Artie said, sheki

"Poor brilliant man." He added, "He drank to

"He had to, living with Flossie," Evie said'

"She drinks too much herself," Evie added-

as well; it was true.
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ELIZABETH STROUT

***

Turs wes uow the first week of September, a Friday, and the weather

was staying warm. The leaves had not yet really started to change,

and from his classroom windows on the second {loor Artie could

see the soccer field and the trees behind it, with only one tree tLrrn-

ing red at its very top. It was the last class of the day, and he under-

stood that the students were restless. He leaned back against his

desk and said, "'Would you folks like to know about venereal dis-

ease during the Civil War?"

The students looked up at him, they were interested.

"Whoa, Damn-dam," said one fellow who had shaggy brown

hair; his name was Willoughby.

"Topic for Monday," Artie said. "Now get together in your

groups." And they shuffied their chairs around until they were sit-

ting in the four separate sections Artie had assigned earlier.

Artie taught history to eleventh graders at the local high school.

For years he had also been the assistant coach to the boys' soccer

team; he was not a tall man, and he was thick, and while he had

always been fit, he had begun to gain weight in his stomach, so he'd

had to stop running down the field a few years ago and he became

the assistant coach to the baseball team instead. But Coach Clark

liked him, as did the soccer and the baseball teams, as did his stu-

dents and the other faculry.

"Damn-dam, the greatest man," his students would sometimes

say to him, their thces shining with affection, and he would laugh,

his big chest moving. "Damn-dam," they said, and he u.ould tell

them, "Go on, go on, get out of here noq" waving his hand and

chuckling. He was fifry-seven years old, and he did still love his

students.

But the pandemic had been hard on them, he had noticed
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this in the more than three years since: The stud

They were anxious, and not argumentative-\sic

another-as he had known them to be in rhe pe

been lively discussions. It was often diftcult nor

to mlk.

On the first day of every school year Arrir

sheets of white lined paper, saying to his studenr

you want. But I need at least two pages"Wrire a]

stand, what you like, write anything' But t-rite-=

"\X4ry?" a student sometimes asked, and -\
"So I get to know you. And so I get to see hor

together." He was always surprised at the studenr

this. Some would sit for many minutes and I

quickly, others began to write immediateb: olr

noted that their handwriting had become incre

often very moved at what they wrote' Nfanr

about the pandemic. Two students had srared

sentence "I'm scared." And yet neither of frese

to really articulate what it was they were scared

Today Artie had put the students in the grcr

on the first day of the school year, only a few d'r

dent was to take on the role of a Civil War sok

Massachusetts and discuss this soldier or rur

They were talking quietly among themseh'es no

of them-a young woman na-med Thmera' wid

"No, he wrote his girlfriend that he enlisred tx

wrote that in his letter home to her' Thar he

should buy other PeoPIe'"

"Good for you." Artie nodded at Tamera i

the groups; he stopped and rapped on a desL

you should be doing, using their letters home-'

"' 
ul|lrlrill**liu[{N*,,,,,



,,'euoq sraurl rrellr Sursn '3urop aq ppoqs nol

tryl\ [lnaxa s,]Erll, 'Isap E uo paddtr pue paddois aq :sdnor8 aqr

Suour pe>lp.^ aLI sE EreurEI rr pappou aruv ,,'nol roJ poo3,,

,,'aldoad raqro .(nq plnoqs

oldoed >lurqr r,up1p aq trql 'lrLI ol rruoq raurl srli ur lEqt etor.{\

ag .{:a.r.e1s jo asn?reg petsrlur rr{ ttrlt puar:31rr8 srLI etor.^ aq 'oN,,

'les-rrtq par 3uo1 qtr.{t '.traurEl peur?u uer.lro,{t Sunol E-Luaql Jo

euo preerl rr{ pur xaou srllesluaql Suour lparnb Sunipr era.& leql
'dnor8 aql qrr,^a asrnu lo rarplos srqt ssnlsrp pu? sursnl{rtssery

LUoS esrnu E ro rarPlos J%N ]l^l] E Jo a]ol eqt uo elel ol sE,^a ru)P

-nts ql?E 'rarlrea slep .u.a3 e dluo teal Iooqrs aqt Jo lep ts:g aqt uo

pau8rsse peq eq sdno:8 rr{t ur slurpnts eqt tnd pzq aurydepol
'tnoqt prreos ara,rt dagr se,^ tr rtl{,4a erelnrllr? .{1par or

elq? urrq p"q o.^ r esar{t Jo reqtrau ra.{ puy .,'parers uI(L, rruerurs

aqt rltr,{\ r?a^ srqt petrtts per{ sruepnls o^[ 'rruepued aqt rnogt

ueurr.&\ ptq d1are1 dutytr 'ator.tt daqr rtq.u tE pa^oru dra,t uar3o

se.tt aH 'peq lpurszarrur eurolaq prq Sunrr-upuEq rraqt ter{t petou

ptq eq s:eal aqt ra,ro fllarerpaururr rtu.^e or ur8aq sraqro '.{11ornb

alrJ,AA ol rrets uJLIt pu? sernurur lueru roj rrs plno. a Jruos 'slql

op or ssau8urlllTlr ,sruJpnts agr rt pasrrd:ns s.(t.la.p s?.44 eH ,,'raqraSot

sa)uetues rnd nod .l.roq ras or ra8 1 os prry 'nod ,uou1 or ra8 1 o5,,

:qtnrt eqt plot anrv put 'prlse srtulrJluos ruepnts e ,.adr{,4(\,,

(.'rlrra\ rng 'Surqrdue elIJ^\ '41r1 nol IELI.& 'putrs

luec no,{ oq,tt tnoqt arur1,'sa8ed o.4 t tseal tE paau 1 rng 'rutaa, nol
Surgrdur rllrl)N,, 'stuepnls srg or 8ur,(es 'radrd paurl atrq.^AJo steaqs

tno pu?q plno.&\ artrv rtal looq:s dra.ta jo dtp rs:g rtll uO
.llEl ol

ue^a uaql ta8 ot ,^,!ou lpcglp uauo sE-4A tI 'suorssnrsrp d1a,a.rl uaaq

peq rrelll uaq,t'tszd eql ur aq ol uraqt u,r\ouI pErl arl se-rar{lout

auo qtr.{\ ro urrq qtr.{\-eluetuaun8re tou pu? 'snorxuE a.ra.rt laql
'pa8urq: peq sturpnls arlf, :arurs sreal aarqt u?ql aroru eqr ur srql

J ,rvs ua,\aN :Ila. scNIHr iIHr

pef,Ilou peq aq .uaqt uo prer{ uerq pyq rrc

slq e^ol ruts p1p aq pue .p1o sreai ue.r.es_irrg

pue pueq srq 8urrr,e,,rr. 
,,ilA.ou erarl Jo lno ra8 .ur

flal p1no,n aq pue ,ples laqr ..,urrp_uureq_ 
.Br

'q8ne1 ppo-v. eq pue .uonf,aJr qrr,n Brmrnrs :
seurDauros ppo.,ll. sluepnts srr{ ,..ueur rsateaG ar

lulrDq
-nts srq plp sB ,srueet 

Ipqaseq erp pue rrrros Jr

IrEI) qceoJ lng .pEatsur luEal IpqesEq rrF or
aureleq aq pue o8e sreal /\4.aJ E plag arp u-u,op €

p.aq os 'qreruots srq ur rq8rarr,r. ure8 or tm8eq pEr

pzq aq e[q-/I\ puE .>l]lqt sE,{ aq pue .uzru gE i

reccos ,sloq eqt ot r{JEoJ tuetsrsse arp uaq osl
'looqls 9351 pcol agr re sraper8 qtue^ala or rro:r

'rarlJze pau8rsse perl Jrtry suonrJs efuru
-]rs aJa./r\ laqr prun punorE slrErp rreTl poHnF
rnol ur raqraSot re8 rrr,o51,, 'pres aIuV ..,rrpur

lqq8nopl
u.&torq l88eqs per{ oqrv..tr.ollal auo pres <,EEp_

'patseratur ara.u. laqt .u{rl tE dn poqo

.arBlil. LL!

-srp paraur rnoqe r\orDl or a>lII s11o3 ne4ppo
srq rsurc3e >peq peueel aH .ssaFsar arra srrErp

-repun aq pue ftp agrgo ss?lc tsEI arp se,u, r1 -do

-urnt rerl auo dluo qtlr\ ,tl puryeq saarr rqr prrE

PInm ertrv roou puof,as agt uo s^{opulu, ruoo.n

'e8uegc ot petrels lgeer ral tou peg so^Eel aql
rarpeel( eqt pue .lepr:g e taqurarda5go Iee.trlsrg

**
INOUIS HIiISYZI-II



ELIZABETH STROUT

He walked over to the window and saw again the soccer field

and the trees behind it, the top of that one tree iurning red. Some-

thing moved deep inside. him, a memory perhaps of his childhood

in Revere, where his father had been the super of the three-story

wooden apartment building they lived in as well as the two similar

buildings right next to it. Artie and his sister and their parents had

lived in the basement apartment; today it would be called the gar-

den apartment, but back then it looked like, and pretty much was,

a basement apartment. '$7here #as this memory of a red-topped

tree coming from? futie furned back to the class as a memory

clicked into place: the state hospital his mother had been sent to

two times in his youth, going there with his father and his sister on

a weekend to visit her, seeing her slumped on a thin mattress on a

metal bed. There might have been such a tree outside her window.

He went and sat down at his desk.

Every year Artie received a few notes-in the far past they had

been handwris6n-f1e6 students saying that he had changed their

lives, he was their favorite teacher euer, this sort of thing. In recent

years, the notes wete more aPt to be emailed to him, and Artie

would print them out and put them with all the other notes in his

mothert big jewelry box in the attic. He never understood why the

box was so big; his mother had had almost no jewelry and the few

pieces she had were not remotely expensive.

Except for his wife, Evie, futie told no one about the notes.

"Mn Delt"
He stood and bowed toward Rhonda Lazarre, who had raised

her hand. "Yes?"

"Uhm, could I go to the bathroom?"

"You may indeed." He nodded at her gently. The poor girl was

THE THINGS \\'E \EVER S'.

unfortunate-looking. Artie had had her in a st '-:

he had a special place in his heart for her' S ' 
.

*r, iho.t, her glasses were always skeu ed' : ' - '

mouth was often open, and she walked s i::' : -

understand much," she had written in h-: '

sometimes I get mad at God.")

Rhonda smiled shyly, looking dorr-n' c'-' '
her hand. "Thank you." she said. and 'h' '-'- 

' 
-

-WuBN sHE RETURNEo a few minutes later, Arde s

rise up halfway in his chair and do an imitation <

walked, swinging his arms out, his mouttr open'

the students who saw this knew, that he px5 tn*ki

An unexpected fury rose within Artie, and he

desk and said, "I just now saw that one of r-ou

better than someone else in this class-" He did I

Marino or at Rhonda Lazale. Artie could fed h

his face was hot-hot!-and he said, 'Do nor a

superior to someone else. Because you are noL

held out his finger to the whole class and shook i

rior to anyone else inthis world."

He glanced feetingly at Danny Marino and

and the fellow next to him-understood that ht

spoken about; Danny looked down at the fo
ished with a final admonition-"Dont )'ou aa
ter than anyone else here on Godk E^ardn"--h

quick look at Rhonda and saw tlat she had no ir

one who had provoked this reaction in him' -\n

she did not know that she had been made hrn c

A few minutes later the bell rang arrd Dar
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room right away, but the rest of the students walked out quietly,

almost sheepishly. Lockers in the hallway could be heard slamming

shut, and then it was silent. For many moments Artie remained sit-

ting at his desk, staring out the window. Finally, he roused himself

and went down the hall to the teachers room, where Carl LeBlanc

said to him, "You going to take a sail this r,veekend?" And Artie said,

"You bet, the weather's supposed to hold." People understood that

Artie loved sailing; his modest sailboat sar in the center of the small

harbor, and he was often seen getting out of his dinghy and into the

sailboat, and then off he would go. Evie did not like boats, she

ner.er had. But that was ail right, he still went out when the wind

u'as right.

As u.txv pEopLE oo, Artie and Evie had suffered a tragedy. Ten

vears earlier, when their only son was seventeen years old, he had

been driving at night with his girlfriend and the car crashed and his

girlfriend had been killed. Her name was Heather Morrison, and

her family had-naturalli, enough-gone crazy with grief, and they

tried for more than a year to sue Rob Dam, meaning his parents.

The case was eventually settled; the Morrisons moved out of town.

But Rob had never been the same.

Artie had sat at the conference room table in the law office with

his son during depositions, and this is what he remembered: Rob

sitting, pale, while he was questioned by lawyers. A woman lawyer

had said, "\fas there any sexual activiry that preceded this crash?"

Rob hesitated, his lips were without color, and he said, "No." And

then he glanced at his father. And it was that glance that made Artie

understand.

V4ren the police had arrived at the crash scene, Rob had been

THE THINGS'W'E NEVER S.{]

found with the belt buckle of his jeans open. Hear

wearing a seatbelt and she had been crushed ber

wheel. Rob had been saved by the airbags-

The accident, ofcourse, had changed not iusr

ily. It was as though the three of them had been

lawn down by the water, Peacefully, mknowin

then the ocean itself had suddenly risen up. rtre

came an ocean overwhelming them with hues

over them and pulled them under, and the* rer

choking in the water. 
'Within 

a year Evie srerred

a family therapist-"I have to do somethingl=-

wife became far more ofHcious than she had bet

dent occurred; in his mind she had been asraflnel

this terrible eventi It took years for them to recr>tr

and they had.

But as these years went by, Rob-who had eE

school one month before the accident occurr+

ent person. Once a happy child filled with ene

gone out on the sailboat with Artie), he had tur

college in Cambridge-he had gone to rhe N{a's

of Technology-he had not made marrv friends

Somerville, about an hour away from his Pcrens

ware engineer for a company that had contraqr

ment of Defense, and he made more tlan rrrice

Artie made. Two years ago, he had married a so

cesca, a concert pianist who played *lrsttghou

nine years his senior. V4rile Evie loved rleir'{'u
found her to be a slightly odd woman, somehc'o

his son, he thought, had become a person'whi

inside himself. But for Artie the worst *ri-ne oi

and it was this: Rob had distanced himselt inc
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father. Artie kept trying to think when this had happened, and he

felt that ir r.vas far more acute this past year. And all Artie could

think of was the funny, happy child Rob had been.

Not a day went by that Artie did not think about this situation

wirh his son. Was this an ongoing aftermath of the accident? Was it

Robt marriage? 
'!7hat 

had caused this distance to increase? Artie

w-as thinking about this now as he drove home from school. The

streets had odd angles and there were many streetlights as he passed

by large old wooden houses painted deep blue or maroon or ofl
white; these houses sat very close to the old sidewalks. He stopped

at a stop sign in a neighborhood lined with smaller wooden houses,

and then he carefully pulled out. He had a real fear of hitting a

child coming home from school.

"YELTED AT THE class today," he told his wife when she got home

from work; she was a full-time family therapist these days. She took

her coat offand looked at him with surprise. "You did?"

Evie had a beautiful head of white hair-it had turned white

early because she had been a redhead, and it fell to the top ofher

shoulders, dipping down now slighdy in the back as she reached

into the closet for a hanger.

He told her about Danny Marino making fun of Rhonda La-

za:rre.Evie didnt say anlthing at first, but then she smoothed down

her pale green sweater and said, "\7ell, thatt good, Artie. I hope

this Danny Marino fellow remembers it for the rest of his life."

Artie sighed as he sat down in the living room. "I dont know,"

he said.

"'What dont you know?" Evie had followed him and sat now

across from him in an old dark brown velvet chair.

THE THINGS W'E NE\ Ei. :

"I never yell at the class. But it seen.red-. -

should. I couldn't help it. That poor Rhonc:

"Well, I support you." Evie gave a ::: -

about her last client, how the mothe r .',:'

adolescent child. Artie nodded just slise-." -,

rook her work very seriously, and he aJ, r :.-
tales of woe she often brought home s.--:-::

distance that apparently came naturall.. r:' t :

sional, after all.

THer seun NIGHT, Friday, there was a parw ar d
Merrill had mught with Artie for manyyears. and

a lawyer in town. fu he and Evie got readv, Artie I

himself a sense of almost-anticipation, rtrese str
after all, who would be there. "Ready?" Et'ie esk

black coat, and he said he was, holding up the -'
figure of a slim teenage girl, meaning her stottt*i

was small. She did this with yoga and a good diet

was remarkable, it had a glow to it at all times er

various creams with a religiosity that amazed Ani

not going to be the story with Artie, whose fae

become just one more old mant face lacking a

features behind his large wire-framed glasses. ,

Evie, still had a full head of hair.

Rob had begun to lose his hair about a r'€a.r r

and now he shaved his head completeh and he.

time Artie saw him, Ardet heart broke a ]irde n

gotten his height from Evie's father, ll{o had b

well, though not as tall as Rob had turned out to
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